TO THE CLASS OF 2014 (8TH GRADE STUDENTS!):
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IN LESS THAN 300 DAYS YOU WILL BE STARTING HIGH SCHOOL!
It is time to start planning.
What YOU can do NOW to make the most out of high school:

· Get the best grades you are capable of.  Your grades will determine what programs are available to you in high school.  The better your grades are, the more options you will have.
· Know yourself.  What are your strengths?  What are your weaknesses?  What school subjects do you love?  Which subjects drive you crazy?  Start relating your personal interests, strengths and limitations to educational and career paths.

· Start making a plan about the extracurricular activities you are going to commit to in high school.  Remember that colleges & universities do not expect you to be involved in tons of different activities … they want to see you commit to one or two things and be a positive force in that/those area(s).
· Take responsibility for your life and your actions.  Your mature and responsible behavior will result in more freedom and more choices in high school.

Upcoming activities to help you with your transition to high school:
· The Kuder.  This is an online interest survey that you will take during your Comm. Arts class.  It will help you to better understand how your personal interests and strengths relate to different careers and which high school classes you may want to consider taking to lead you toward those careers.
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· The Explore Test.  During the morning of November 6th, all 8th graders will be taking the Explore test.  This test is given to eighth grade students across the United States in preparation for high school.  The content of the test is tied to the ACT, which you will take later in high school to help determine your readiness for college.  It also includes some questions about your personal interests.  The results will give you more information to work with in making high school class choices and planning for college and a career.
· Career Exploration Day.  On November 13th, 8th grade students will be attending career information sessions at the CTC related to areas of interest determined by your results on the Kuder.
· Pre-Enrollment for Grade 9.  After Christmas break, Ms. Boucher will make classroom visits to provide you with information regarding your course choices for Grade 9.  Shortly after that, you will have an opportunity to meet with her one-on-one to talk more in-depth about your high school plans and to finalize decisions about your classes.

It’s time to:

Be focused.

Be serious.

Get excited about the great & new opportunities you will have in high school.

Put first things first!!

Questions?

Stop by and make an appointment to see me. or
Email me:  bouchere@cape.k12.mo.us
· Ms. Boucher  (
